
  The Landscape Academy, based in Cheshire, is fast becoming one of 
landscaping’s most talked about initiatives.  The purpose built independent 
training facility provides courses for all within the landscaping sector as well 
as for those wishing to become a part of this vibrant profession. 

For several years there has been a significant lack of training investment 
within the landscaping industry, with businesses finding it difficult to access 
relevant courses to help develop and progress their employees. This 
certainly was the case for Mark & Holly Youde of Urban Landscape Design 
Ltd. Having a number of employees who had various training requirements, 
it was challenging to find a company that could accommodate their needs, 
so Mark took it upon himself to spend his time training his own staff. What 
started out as in-house training, quickly grew to become an independent 
educational facility for all in the landscaping industry, as Mark & Holly 
discovered they were not the only landscaping company who were missing 
this vital link.  

Mark has always had a passion for teaching and nurturing, and along with 
his love and enthusiasm for landscaping, The Landscape Academy is the 
perfect combination for Mark to pass on his extensive knowledge. With his 
involvement and experience in the APL’s Apprentice scheme, Mark 
understands the value of educating young landscapers. The level of skill and 
craftsmanship has dramatically fallen in the industry over recent years, 
leaving a shortage of talented landscapers. The Landscape Academy aim is 
to help fill this void by nurturing and developing talent of all ages and skill, 
inspiring them with a love of landscaping in this rewarding and diverse 
culture. 

The Landscape Academy has been inundated with enquiries from peers 
within the landscaping sector who are crying out for bespoke training for 
their own staff. Their ability to tailor training to their specific needs allows 
companies to target areas of development for future growth and expansion, 
as well as enhancing their customers’ experience.  

When Steve Walley from London Stone discovered Mark’s plan for the 
Landscape Academy, he, together with the other directors, approached The 
Landscape Academy with a view to providing their sales staff with training. 
They wanted to offer their staff an in-depth theory and practical landscape 
construction programme using London Stone products to gain a full 
understanding of how their products are used and installed on site. During 
the intensive week long training sessions, the members from the London 
Stone sales teams now have a much greater understanding of their 
products in a constructional environment, allowing them to effectively 
advise their clients with the appropriate technical and product information. 

As well as bespoke courses, The Landscape Academy also provides a variety 
of standard courses for all skill levels and disciplines, including hard and soft 
landscaping, machinery courses, and health & safety courses. Courses are 
not just for specifically for contractors or apprentices. The Landscape 
Academy sees the benefit many designers have gained from taking their 
standard courses which gives them a greater understanding of the 
construction process. This enables them to deliver a more valuable service 
to their clients, apply the processes within their designs and provide their 
contractors with the information required to facilitate the build.  

More courses are scheduled for development, and The Landscape Academy 
are continually liaising with industry trade associations, suppliers and peers 
to ensure their courses meet requirements for all in the greater landscaping 
community. Their aim to work together with all, will hopefully create a solid 
foundation from which the industry can grow, develop and landscape the 
future for the better.  


